Rhode | and Coastal Resources Management Program

Section 210.3.
Coastal Wetlands

A. Definitions

1. Coastd wetlands include salt marshes and
freshwater or brackishwetlands cortiguousto salt
marshes or physiogrgphical features. Areas of
open water within coastd wetl ands are considered
apart of thewetland. Inaddition, coastal wetlands
also indude freshwater and/ar brackish wetlands
that are directly associated with non-tidal coastal
ponds and freshwater or brackish wetlands thet
occur on abar rier beachor areseparated from tidal
waters by abarrier beach.

2. Salt marshes areareas regularly inundated by
salt water through either naturd or artificid water
courses and where one or more of the following
speci es predominate: smaooth cordgrass (Spartina
aterniflora), salt meadow grass (Spartina patens),
spike grass(Digtichlis spicata), black rush(Juncus
gerardi), saltworts (Salicornia spp.), sea lavender
(Limorium carolinianum), saltmarsh bulrush
(Scirpus spp.), high tidebush (Iva frutescers).

3. Contiguous freshwater wetlands are those
wetlands which border directly on salt mar shes or
brackishwetlands or physiographical features and
which, except for size limitations, meet the
definition of bog, marsh, swamp, or pond under the
Rhode Idand Freshwater Wetlands Act (R.I.
Genreral Laws, Section 2-1-18 et seq). All
contiguousfreshwet er wetlandsar e prot ected under
this Program, regardless of their size.

4. Contiguous brackish wetlads are those
wetlands whichborder directly onsalt mar shes and
whee one a more of the following species
predomi nate: tall reed (Phragmitescommunis), tall
cordgrass (Spartina pectinata), broadleaf cattail
(Typha ldtifolia), narrowleaf cattail (Typha
angustifolia), spike rush (deocharis rostdlata),
chairmaker's rush (Scirpus americana), creeping
bentgrass (Agrostis paustris) swed grass
(Hierochloe odorata), wild rye(elymusvirginicus).

5. High salt marshis defined as that portion of
the salt mar sh that typicaly is flooded by spring,
maoon, or other flooding tides but otherwise is not
flooded on a daily basis. The vegetative
composition of high salt marshtypically consistsof
one or more o the falowing: salt meadow grass

(Spartina patens); spikegrass (Distichlis spicata);

black rush (Juncus gerardi); tall reed (Phragmites
communis); Sea Lavende (Limonium
carolinianum); tall cordgrass (Spar tina pectinata);
saltmarsh bulrushes (Scirpus spp.); and high tide
bush (lva frutescens).

6. Low salt marsh is defined as that portion of
the salt marshthat isflooded daily. The vegetative
composition of the low salt marsh typicaly
consists predominartly of smooth cordgrass
(Spartina alternifiora).

7. Alterationsto coastal wetlands aredefined in
8300.12.

B. Findings

1. Coastd wetlands are important for a variety
of reasons. They provide food and shelter for large
populations of juvenile fish and are nurseries for
several species of fish The mud flats and creeks
associated with many coastal wetlands arerich in
shellfish, particuarly soft-shdled clams. Coastal
wetlands also provide important habitat for shore
birds and waterfowl, and many areamong the most
scenic featur es of the Rhode Island share. Coastal
wetlands are effective in dowing erosion along
protected shores.

2. Much of the original acreage of coastal
wetlands in Rhode Island has been destroyed, and
the pressures to fill coastd wetlands continue.
Downtown Providence, much of Quonseat, and
many other low-ying coastal communitiesarebuilt
on what was once coastal wetland. We do not
know how much coastal wetland has been
destroyed by develgoment, but some 10 percent of
our coastal wetlands of 40 acres or more is
reported to have been filled between 1955 and
1964. Since coastal wetlands are found in
sheltered waters, they frequently coincide with
attractive sites for marinas and waterfront homes.
The pressures to fill or otherwise alter coastal
wetlands therefore remain. Accarding to a 1975
survey, there aresome3,700 acres of salt marshin
the state, of which some 10 percent were fringe
marshes lessthan fiveyardswide. Approximately
90 percent of the state's salt marshes abut Type 1
and 2 wates.

3. Most of Rhode Island's wetlands are small
and, when viewvedin isolation, may appear to be of
insgnificant value. In order to better under stand
the value of individual salt marshes, the Council
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hassponsored research to investigatethe feasibility
of rating the rdative value of individual coastal
wetlands. Two yearsof researchreveded that itis
not possible to rate coastal wetlands if all
ecdogcal considerations are given equal weight.
The study also showed that there is little if any
correlation between the percaved scenic coastal
wetland and its ecological characteristics.

4. Land uses and adivities abutting coastal
wetlands may have a strong inpact upon the
wetland itsef. Nearby drainage patterns which
affect sedimentation processes and the salinity of
wates may essily be altered, with detrimentd
effeds.  Wildlife must be protected from
harassment. Bulkheading and filling aong the
inland perimeter of a marsh prevents inland
migration of wetland vegdation as sea levd rises.

5. In light of continuing pressures to dter
coastal wetlands, and in accordance with the
Council's policy of "no net loss', avoidance and
minimization of impacts and compensation for
unavoidable losses, are necessary tools for
retaining and redoring Rhode Islands coastal
wetlands.

C. Palicies

1. The Cauncil's goal is to presrve and, where
possible restore coastal wetlands.

2. To off set past losses in coastal wetlands and
unavoidable alterations to surviving coastal
wetlands: (@) disturbed wetlands should be
resored as directed by the Council or enhanced
when possible, and (b) in areas selected on the
basis of competent ecologica study, the Council
will encourage thebuilding of new wetlands.

3. All dterationsto salt marshes and contiguous
freshwater or brackish wetlands abutting Type 1
waters are prohibited except for minimal
dterations required by the construction or repair of
an approved gructural shordineprotedionfacility
(see Section 300.7), or when associated with a
Council-gpproved restoration activity. In Type 1
waters, structural shoreline praection may be
permitted only when the primary purpose is to
enhance the site as a consavation area and/or a
natural buffer against storms.

4. Alterations to salt marshes and oontiguous
freshwater or brackish wetlands abutting Type 2

water sareprohibited except for minor distur bances
associated with(a) residertial docksand wa kways
approved pursuant to the standards set forth in
Section 300.3, and, (b) approved construction or
repair of structural shareline protection facilities;
or, (c) Courcil-approved restaration activities.

5. Coasta wetlands designated for preservation
adjacent to Type 3,4, 5, and 6 watersareidentifi ed
on maps available far inspection at the Council's
offices and at the town halls of coastal cities and
towns. In these designated wetlands only the
alterations described in#4 above may be per mitted.
Dredging and filling in these desigrated coastal
wetlands are prohibited. The maps of designated
coastal wetlands serve to identify individud
wetlands; in al cases precise boundaries shall be
determined through a field inspection when
proposals that could inpact these features are
being consicered. In support of this goal, the
Council supports a policy of "no net loss' of
coastal wetland acr eage and functions asar esult of
coastal devdopment.

6. Salt marshes adjacert to Type 3,4,5, and 6
watesthat arenot designated for presarvation may
be dtered if (@) the ateration is made to
accommodbte a designated priority use for that
water area, (b) the applicant has examined all
reasonable alternatives and the Courcil has
determined that the sdected alternative is the mast
reasonable, and () only the minimum dteration
necessary to support the priority useis made.

7. All alterations to coastal wetlands shall be
carried out in accardance with Section 300.12.
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